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1. After s lemg psried of reintive ghiet, the Comsusist Pathet oo

is sarly April intensified their military activities is lann® two

disputed merthers provisces of taon--Aax Neur snd Pheng Bnly. x

A, Pathet sitsaks have torced the Zoyal Army to abaadon at iemnt
three foreard positinas.

3. Two of the sttaoks-<invsiving $00-380 Pathets-—ave the largest
ailitery setions im recest months,

¢. Patheis sppear to bave been mtiffened by the re-eatry iate
sorthers Laos of soms Viet Nish cadres and wempons withdrawn
in 1886,

| 11. Reoysl Army tactics Bave bheen confiasd to preservisg their preoseat

positions and limited jooal sttscks reaapturiag those which had

besn lost.

A, Priwe @inister Souvanus Phouns-~who is slse Nimister of Delesse.
desives for political resseas ilo aveié intemsification of
sgatlict in perth,

8. hoyal chief of stalf, while reportedly disgruatled by
Soayanne ‘s fsklurs to give his alesr-cut directives to couater
Patket Eilitary pressure, aonetheless does ant iatend 1o wount
s geanral offessive sgainst the DPathets unless sive of rebsl
attacks iscreammses,

¢. The Royal goversscat has woved ons sattalion (750 nea) from
central Lacs te reinforce ifs 3,008-aaa force la sa Neus.
Pathets hBave astimsted 4,500 there).
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B,

Gov’t is also sowewhat outuumbered ia Phoag HSaly, vhere there
are only 1,800 Royal troops agaisst an estimatsd Pmthet totsl
af 1,800,

11¥. ¥xpansion of Mathet military activity appenrs designed primarily
to sirengthen redel position st bargaining table,

Ao

a.

c.

Patheis bave bwen hard at work for months on peliticsl prograw,
tryiag teo vin mans support for rebel plsce in coslition
goveranoat .

Brit. sudeanader, just finishiag 1,000 mi. trip sowth Laos,
struck by extenit populsr syspaihy for Patheis.,

Sesmer rainy season beginn is Msy, msking supply in serth
diffienlt and probably precluding majer voleol military effors.,

I¥. ¥With opening of Lactian nstiomal asseubly oz 11 Nay, peee of

politieal developments is expected to suickesn,
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Evidenre is wountiag that Premier Souvamzs Phouma plans to
resign 1T he fails {o wstile Pathwi problem before sasenbly
aowiw,

Bouvamna ‘s resigmation (or overthrow) would prelmbly
pracipitate proloaged cabinet erisis, winge there is 2o leader
sssarad of sulfieient support to form aow goverament,

Rivalry continees dotwsen Daputy Presier Ratay snd Independent
Pariy lesdsr Phoui Bsnanikese-~the two most poswerral leaders
ia the Assendiy. Iu showdown, they wounld prodbably cancel

oaeh other oai,
o
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P, Both Royal Aruy and the throne reportedly woald oppose
ssbitious Priasce Petsarstk as a candidate for premisrship:
he is believed unlikely to sake sn early bid for the post,
¥, Mid-Apr US-UE-Trench note to Laotian Sov't, mupperting
reuntfication of Laes while opposing the granting of daagerons

csscegsions to "athets, appears to Reve besn weli-veseived in

political eircles.

&, hecording to sur esbaswsy, the Pathet delogation in Yientiase
is now “eonisg ia for ms direct eriticiss™ spd "ecsoler
sreptuent” &% socisl events,

B. Indimn spd Polish members of Internstionsl Centrol Hissioxn
are threatening to press fer IOC resolution desouncing this
exaaple of Yemters “inter ference” .
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